
Finding a cure for  
childhood cancer



Every child with cancer deserves a
future, no matter how rare their cancer is.   

 For 45 years, we have been at the forefront of children’s cancer.  
We are leaders and experts in this specialist field and have a 

unique position as both a research funder and professional voice.  

Our research drives innovation, inspires change and  
delivers results for all children with cancer.     

We are proud of everything we have achieved in this time,  
and we invite you to join us as we celebrate CCLG’s role  

in children’s cancer research today.

WE ARE



CCLG research impact report 3

We are proud to have funded and supported research for many years, contributing  

to the huge advances we have seen over the past four decades. Back in 2015, we  

published our first research strategy to clearly state our vision. We then became  

members of the prestigious Association of Medical Research Charities (AMRC), 

a hallmark of excellence for funders of research, and our research journey began.

Our unique role as both a charity and professional association gives us a strong position  

to grow important collaborations, share expertise and offer our established grant management infrastructure to 

other charities, enabling them to invest in pioneering research alongside us. This avoids duplication of resources 

and ultimately means more funds can be spent directly on research. We are now working on developing the CCLG 

Research Funding Network, working with more charities than ever before to drive change in childhood cancer.

Over the last five years, we have funded research through our charity partnerships and Special Named Funds, who 

raise vital funds for specific areas of research. Our collaborations with Bethany’s Wish, Grace Kelly Childhood Cancer 

Trust, Neuroblastoma UK, The Harley Staples Cancer Trust and Blood Cancer UK mean that more high-quality 

childhood cancer research is funded. Our biggest partnership is with The Little Princess Trust, who sought out our 

support in 2016 to begin investing in research. We now have an ongoing, thriving collaboration which benefits 

the research community and, ultimately, children with cancer. Working with them and supporting them has been a 

highlight of our research journey.  

We thank our supporters, researchers, healthcare professionals and charity partners for their commitment and 

dedication to research. I am hugely proud of what we have achieved over the past five years, however, some 

childhood cancers have not seen the same improvements in outcomes as others. There are still significant gaps in our 

understanding of childhood cancers and many treatments still result in significant, lifelong side effects. 

This report is a celebration not just of research that CCLG has helped to fund, but the impact of our collaborations 

and partnerships on the childhood cancer research landscape. It reflects on our progress towards finding a cure for 

children’s cancer.

We did not come this far to only come this far. We will not stop until all children with cancer survive and live healthy, 

independent lives. 

Ashley Ball-Gamble
Chief Executive

Angela Polanco 

Mum of Bethany, who raises  

funds for Wilms tumour research 

through Bethany’s Wish, a  

CCLG Special Named Fund

My daughter Bethany was diagnosed 14 years ago. I’d like  
to think if she was diagnosed today, things would look a  
lot different. She would be able to have her tumour DNA  
sequenced, have access to clinical trials, and have kinder  
treatment that would allow her to have a child of her own
one day. This is thanks to the dedicated professionals who  
make sure that research happens for children with cancer.

Together, we can do anything. If we work together, we  
can make sure that children can survive cancer for longer.

Our CEO’s message



With our long-standing history and experience in childhood cancer, we have 
an established and growing network of professional experts who respond to 
challenges and influence positive change. 
 
We share important information among our clinical and scientific communities 
for the benefit of patients through excellence of care.  

Our aim is to find a cure so all children with cancer survive and live healthy, 
independent lives. 

Our research story so far

From small beginnings ... come great things 

Childhood cancers are biologically different to adult cancers so we need to understand why and how 

they can be treated.

Side effects of having cancer and treatment on a child’s body that is still growing and maturing can be 

huge and long-lasting.

Having cancer as a child can affect future health with long-term effects appearing later in life as  

an adult.

Why is research into childhood cancer so important?

In 2015, we launched our first CCLG Research Strategy to help fund research into key areas of 

children’s cancer.   

We identified a broad base of research to cover all aspects of children’s cancer and to fill in gaps not 

served by any other national funding.  
 

Our research aims were to: 

u  Broaden and deepen our knowledge of childhood  cancer so we can fight it more effectively
u  Transfer scientific breakthrough from the laboratory direct to clinical practice
u  Improve treatment and patient care across the whole cancer experience 
u   Investigate the long-term effects of having had treatment as a child and find out ways of  

reducing these  

Together with our partners, our network is one of the biggest funders of children’s cancer research in 

the UK.
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Number of projects and  
funding amounts 2016-2021

Research investment reflecting childhood cancer types

new research projects have 

been funded through  

CCLG from 2016-2021

£15,500,000 125
projects have been helped by  

CCLG’s Special Named Funds

21
worth of research 

funded through CCLG

15.5
Million

£12,500,000 73
80 grants worth £12.5 million for pioneering scientific 

research funded through our partnership with  

The Little Princess Trust

early career researchers and doctoral 

studentships supported by grants funded 

through CCLG

Kidney tumours

General research for all cancer types

Lymphoma

Bone tumours

Brain & CNS tumours

Neuroblastoma

Leukaemia

Rare cancers

Soft tissue sarcomas

25%

23%

16%

7%

7%

7%

6%

5%

4%
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2020

2021

2019

Our journey to success
2015
u  First research strategy designed to urgently fill research gaps and to find better and kinder treatments for children 

with cancer
u  Special Named Funds portfolio launched to increase dedicated funding for cancer in children. This was a new way 

of supporting families and their communities to raise funds for specific research that was important to them 

2016
u  Expert-led Research Advisory Group formed of senior researchers and scientists from across the cancer  

research sector
u  The Little Princess Trust partner with CCLG to release their first funding grants
u  CCLG 40th anniversary funding grants released to support new projects
u 9 projects funded (£603,387)

2017
u  Accredited member of the Association of Medical Research Charities (AMRC), demonstrating we robustly assess all 

research applications to make sure that we only fund high-quality research that will make a real difference to children  

with cancer
u  Grace Kelly Childhood Cancer Trust partnership to fund more research into rare and  

aggressive cancers
u  26 projects funded (£1,754,598)














































































